Bidar, Gulbarga, and Bijapur became the fountainﬁiéﬂds of the
highly refined Deccani akt, architecture and culture during the
reign of the Bqhamanis and the Bijapur Sultanate.
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With around 300 large and small 11,\
ports, Vijayanagara had a flourishing S =
overseas trade. Cloth, rice, precious ochile
stones, iron ore, timber and spices were MADHURA -
exported to Portugal, South Africa, N\
Abyssinia, Persia and Arabia in the
west, and to Burma, Malaya and ~ .
China in the east. The chief imports " TIRUVADI S

were horses, copper, quick silver, saf-
fron, coloured velvets, gold and silver.

Wars were waged frequently and
invasions fended off by the war-state
of Vijayanagara to establish control
over the ports, the land routes and the
rich and fertile land.
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VIJAYANAGARA EMPIRE

The Vijayanagara Empire covered the entire
peninsular region to the south of the Tungabhadra.
The mighty empire’s influence extended to Sri Lanka
in the south and Orissa and Telengana in the north-
east.

The Vijayanagara rulers employed sophisticated
systems of governance; the Empire was divided into
provinces and further sub-divisions.

A long coast line, varied topography, fertile land,
major river systems and mining tracts, and several
kings who practised statecraft to harness the rick
resources, made Vijayanagara a rich and powerful

empire.

Art and Architecture

Fine examples of Vijayanagara architecture are
the temples at Hampi, Sringeri, Lepakshi and
Vellore. Vijayanagara kings gave generous
endowments for extending and embellishing temples
at Chidambaram, Madurai, Kanchipuram and other

places.
Karnatak classical music evolved its form, and

some of the great Kannada and Telugu works o]
literature were written during the Vijayanagara

period.

The Vijayanagara navy, with commander
Lakkana Dandanayaka (1424-1446) at
the helm, defeated the Sinhala ruler and

extracted tribute from him. _ |
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13th Century South India, pre-Vijayanagara. The
Hoysalas of Dorasamudra (Halebid) and the
Yadavas of Devagiri, alongwith the Pandyas of
Madhura and the Kakatiyas of Warangal, are the
major powers in the south.

Four Dynasties

17 rulers belonging to four successive
dynasties — Sangama, Saluva,
Tuluva and Aravidu — sustained
Vijayanagara's power and vigour for

230 years. Devaraya II (1424-1446) of

the Sangama and

Krishnadeva Raya (1509-1529) of the
Tuluva dynasty were the greatest of

them. After the fall of Hampi in 1565,

dynasty

seven more rulers, powerless and

struggling, presided over a much

reduced and tattered empire till its
end in 1646.
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T'he Rise and Fall of the Vijayanagara Empire
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1303 to 1329. The Delhi Sultanate, first under the
Khiljis and then under the Tughlags, conquer the
Yadava Kingdom and most of northern Deccan.

The entire south is on the verge of coming under
the Delhi Sultanate.

25 December 1564.
Three lakh soldiers of the

confederate army leave Bijapur
for a decisive battle against
Vijayanagara. They reach
Talikota, 40 km north of the
Krishna, and camp there for
rest.

23 January 1565.

At Rakkasagi-Tangadagi, on the
banks of the Krishna,

the six-lakh strong

Vijayanagara army suffers
reverses including betrayal by a

few commanders, and is
annihilated.
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1336. From the dying embers of the Hoysala
Kingdom is born the Vijayanagara Empire. In 1345,
the Gulbarga governor of the Delhi Sultanate
revolts and the Bahamani Empire is born. For over
two centuries the two empires dominate the
peninsula and change the course of Indian history.
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1565. A confedaration of the five Sultans, led by
the Bijapur Sultanate, defeats the Vijayanagara
army and sacks Hampi. This marks the beginning
of the end of the great empire.
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1538. Internal conflicts break the Bahamani
Empire into five Sultanates — Bijapur, Bidar,
Berar, Golconda and Ahmadnagar.
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17th Century. A truncated Vijayanagara Kingdom
survives. The Mysore Wodeyars and the Keladi
Nayaks grow in influence. The rest of the south
is fragmented and ruled by local chieftains, and
the Bijapur Sultanate. Eventually, the Mughal
Sultanate of Delhi under Aurangazeb and the

Marathas under Shivaji gain control of the entire
Deccan,



